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Francis Ellis, John Baily, 

Benj n Johnson, Math* Whitlock, 

Jo. Pleasants, Thos. Austin, 

Dan'l Ellis, Edward Curd, 

Jacob Pleasents, Thomas Johnson, 

[Endorsed] Hanover, Henrico petitions that the dividing line 
between the counties in Chickahominy swamp may be ascer- 
tained 23 May, 1774, referred to the Committee of Propositions 
and Grievances. 

(to be continued) 



HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 
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of the illustrations in this Magazine, and for the extra pages 
containing the conclusion of the Bruce genealogy. 



Errata. — In this volume (XII) the following corrections 
should be made: p. 179, read " of Lambeth " for "to Lam- 
beth; "' p. 180, 1. 3 from bottom, read 4t this abstract ' ' for 
44 these abstracts;" p. 189, 1. 4, read "Abra." for 4, Abrao;" p. 
195, 1. 14, read 4 'Chichley" for 4< Chickeley; M make same 
correction on p. 196, 1. 7 from bottom; p. 197, 1. 4 from bottom, 
read 4i horse " for 44 house; " p. 204, last line, read "Richard " 
for " Richmond; " p. 259, Dillon's letter should be dated 1796; 
at end of Moravian Diaries, p. 281, read "concluded" instead 
of " to be continued." 



Corrections. — In the last issue of the Magazine, two errors 

occur in connection with the Moravian Diaries. The surname 

given as Heckemoreder, on p. 283, should read Heckenwelder. 

On the same page the date given to the Fry and Jefferson map 

is 1754-5, whereas the correct date is 1751. 

C. E. K. 
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Were There Two Percy Manuscripts ? 
Elmer I. Miller, Chico, Cal. 

Captain George Percy, who succeeded Captain John Smith as 
governor in Virginia, and whose government was criticised by- 
Smith in his " General History,'* belonged to one of the most 
noted families of England. He came to America with the first 
expedition to Virginia and remainad there until April, 1612, about 
five years altogether. He was,, therefore, in Virginia much 
longer than Smith or Wingfield or Newport. He was twice 
governor, from September, 1609 to May, 1610, by election, and 
from March, 161 1 to May the same year by appointment from 
Lord Delaware.* 

Percy, like most of those who went to Virginia, sent home an 
account of some of the events connected with the settlement. 
This account was used by Purchas in "His Pilgrims/ ' and is 
generally known as Percy's " Discourse." 

But after a careful examination of the printed extracts attribu- 
ted to Percy, I believe there are two of Percy's writings; or to 
Speak more exactly, there are parts of two, for neither is com- 
plete as now preserved. It may be possible that both fragments 
are parts of what was formerly one manuscript, but this seems 
very improbable as will be shown farther on: 

Mr. Alexander Brown, in his " Genesis of the United States," 
says he believes Percy's il Discourse ' ' to have been written in 
1608 and to have been sent to England by Captain Newport that 
same year. It describes the voyage and first occurrences in Vir- 
ginia, What will here be called the secondf manuscript, was 
probably written after Captain Smith published his * ' General 
History," 1624. The first of these as given us in the abridge- 
ment by Purchas is called "A Discourse of the Plantation of the 
Southern Colonie in Virginia by the English, 1606; Written by 
that Honorable Gentleman, Master George Percy." 

That the " Discourse " was written early is certain for Pur- 

* Purchas, "His Pilgrims," (1625) IV, 1763. 
t Brown, Gen. II, 964. 
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chas cites it in his edition of 1614.* In his edition of 1617 Pur- 
chas refers to Percy's manuscript in two different places. The 
first (p. 946) gives an accouni of an Indian shooting an arrow 
through a target which a pistol-ball would not pierce. This is 
also given in the 1625 edition of Purchas. The other reference 
(p. 955) is to the method the Indians have of finding a root which 
is an antidote for poisonous wounds. This reference is not re- 
peated in the edition of 1625, though the description of the dance 
in connection with the finding of the root is much the same as 
that given in the 1625 editionf as an exhibition dance. But it is 
clear the two are not intended to be the same. 

The " Discourse " gives detailed accounts of the voyage and 
of matters preceding the selection of the site of Jamestown. 
Almost at the beginning of Purchas' extract from Percy, after 
giving the dates, February 12 and February 23, the marginal note 
says : <4 The next day Cap. Smith was suspected for a supposed 
Mutinie, though never no such matter." Without Percy's 
manuscript it is probably impossible to tell whether Purchas ex- 
pressed the judgment on his own knowledge or opinion, or 
whether it was in Percy's account. Therefore it may or may 
not be Percy's defense of Smith. At no place in it do we find 
an unfavorable criticism of Smith. At the close of this account 
Purchas' marginal note says : 4 * The rest is omitted, being more 
fully set down in Cap. Smith's Relations." This shows con- 
clusively that only a part of the manuscript was used by Pur- 
chas. It was that part which best supplemented Smith's ac- 
count. The part given is valuable inasmuch as it treats of some 
things not given elsewhere, and also confirms much given by 
Newport, Smith and others, about the country and natives. 

The extracts which seem to come from the second or later 
manuscript, bear evidence of having been prepared after 1622, 
and probably after the " General History " was printed, 1624. 
Rev. Edward D. Neill is authority for the statement that Sam- 
uel Argall was knighted 1622. In this document Percy calls 
him " Sir Samuell," Moreover, it was not until the publication 
of the 4< General History " that Smith made any very severe pub- 



♦Deane Charles, "A True Relation, XXXI." 
f Arber's Reprint, LXIV. 
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lished accusations vs. Percy. Therefore it seems fair to say 
that after Smith had published his 4< General History,' ' Percy, 
to justify and defend himself, wrote his "True Relation," which 
purported to cover the time from 1609 to 161 2, or that period 
after Smith's departure for England till Percy left the colony. 
The title itself gives these dates which, of course, does not in- 
clude the events described by Purchas. He sent his account to 
his brother Henry, Earl of Northumberland, and with it, a letter 
stating his reasons for writing it, as follows: "In regard that 
many untruthes concerninge theis proceedings have been form- 
erly published, wherein the Author hathe not spared to appro- 
priate many deserts to himselfe which he never performed, and 
stuffed his relacyons with so many falseties, and malycyous de- 
tractyons, not only of this p'ts and tyme, which I have selected 
to treat of, Butt of former occurrentes also; so that I could not 
conteine myselfe, but expres the Truth unto your Lordshipp 
concerning theise affayres, and all which I ayme att is to 
manyfeste myselfe, in all my actyons both now and alwayes to 
be your Lordshipps humble and faithfull servante." 

Neill, " Virginia Vetusta " (VII) says the original manuscript 
of this writing contained 41 pages, but it seems only the first, 
second, and part of the third, and from the thirty-eighth to the 
forty-first pages, inclusive, now remains. These remnants are re- 
printed by Neill in his preface. However, he seems to think 
Purchas may have taken the missing pages to use in making his 
summary already referred to above. If Neill is right in saying 
that the manuscript was not written until after 1622, and yet Pur- 
chas had cited a Percy manuscript that he had used for his summary 
in the edition of 1614, it must follow that there are two different 
manuscripts under discussion. This seems to be the only rea- 
sonable conclusion. In the first written early, probably by 1608, 
he gives large attention to the voyage and the first experiences in 
Virginia. Purchas takes from this account such as would add 
to the account given by Smith, and omits the rest as being noth- 
ing essentially different from Smith's relation, which Purchas 
says was more complete. Afterward, when Smith attacked 
Percy's record as governor of Virginia, the second paper was 
written and sent to his brother as his own justification. Percy 
had not only a brotherly desire to be thought well of by his 
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brother, but this desire was doubtless increased by the fact that 
he frequently called upon the earl for financial aid. 

That this was not the same manuscript seems borne out by 
the statement of Percy himself in his letter to his brother quoted 
above, for he says Smith " stuffed his relacyons with so many 
falseties, and malycyous detractyons, nott onely of this fi'ts and 
tyme which]/ have selected to treate of Butt of former occur rentes 
also. ' ' This certainly means he was not intending to treat of those 
former occurrences. It seems quite clear also that by former 
occurrences he meant the first voyage, settlement and experiences 
in Virginia before 1609. Smith had written nothing of any 
other occurrences in which he himself had been an actor up to the 
time Percy probably wrote. Percy further states his purpose in 
the manuscript by starting out with the heading, 4< A Trewe 
Relacyon of the p'ceedinges and ocurrentes of momente which 
have hapened in Virginia, from the Tyme S r Thomas Gates was 
shipwrackte uppon the Bermudas An 1609, untill my dep'ture 
out of the Country which was in An 161 2." Further along in 
what may be called his introduction, he says: 4t Many other 
woes and miseries have happened unto our Collonie in Virginia 
bothe before and since that Tyme, which ?iotv I doe intende to 
treate of, having selected this p'te from the reste for two respectts, 
firste, in regard I was mosie frequente and acquaynted with their 
p* ceedinge, being most part of the Tyme Presydentt and Gov- 
ernor, nextt, in respectt the leaste p'te hereof hath not been 
formerly published." He then starts the narrative with the ex- 
pedition of Sir Thomas Gates and Sir George Somers to Vir- 
ginia, 1609. 

Then comes the gap in the manuscript before referred to. 
Near the end he again says : " Thus haveinge related unto your 
Lordshipp the trewe p'cedinge in Virginia from S r Tho. Gates 
shippwracke upon the Bermudes, untill my dep'ture out of the 
country which was then the 22d April, 161 2, the which day I sett 
sayle in the shipp named the Tryall," &c. 

It seems, then, wholly conclusive, that both in expressed pur- 
pose in the letter to his brother and in the manuscript itself, and 
in the conclusion in the manuscript, that this account by 
Percy covered only the period stated, and not the earlier one. 

The fact that Percy seemed to make no criticism of Smith in 
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the manuscript used by Purchas (unless Purchas suppressed that 
part of it) and that the one last quoted seems to have been 
written with the expressed purpose of such criticism, and that 
thus the two seem to be so utterly different as to make the sug- 
gestion of Neill, that they are parts of the same manuscript, very 
doubtful, if not wholly untenable. All go to show again that 
there were two manuscripts. 

Therefore, it would seem to follow that the manuscript used 
by Purchas was an entirely different one than that just discussed; 
and therefore there must have been two manuscripts written by 
Percy. 

Sir John Zouch and His Descendants. 
(See Vol. XII, p. 87.) 

In your issue of July, 1904, page 87, an abstract of the will 
(1636-1639) of Sir John Zouch, of Codnor, Derbyshire, is 
given, with your notes identifying him with the Sir John Zouch 
who, perhaps, would have been the founder of Virginia if his 
project had not been put an end to by the grant of the charter 
of the Virginia Company, and further stating that no accessible 
records contain information as to the later history of his son, 
John, and daughters, Isabella, Mary and Elizabeth, named in 
the will. 

From letters, preserved in my mother's family, from Mrs. 
Helen ( Wolseley) Sprat, widow of Bishop Sprat, to her great 
niece, Mrs. Alicia (Arnold) Ross, wife of John Ross, "at her 
House, Annapolis, in Maryland, in the West Indias," I am able 
to supply such information, supplemented by facts from other 
sources. 

Sir John Zouch's son, John, died without issue and the three 
daughters so eventually became co-heiresses. 

Isabella married Mr. Milward, one of the younger sons of Sir 
Thomas Milward, of Eaton, Dovedale, Derbyshire, and among 
Sir Aston Cokayne's miscellaneous works there is a poem ad- 
dressed to her on her return from a stay in Virginia, where 
another sister, Catharine, had died. 

I have not seen the poem itself, the book being rare, but the 
account of it which I have read, states that it appears from the 
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poem that Sir John Zouch and his daughter, Catharine, both 
died in Virginia. This is probably an error as to Sir John. Of 
Mary Zouch I know nothing positive, but have seen a statement 
somewhere that a daughter of Sir John Zouch married John 
Walker. 

As to Elizabeth Zouch, Mrs. Sprat states in the letters above 
referred to, that her mother was " Elizabeth Zouch, third daugh- 
ter and co-heiress of Sir John Zouch, of Codnor Castle, in the 
County of Derby, Knight," and that she married "Colonel 
Devereux Wolseley, third son of Sir Thomas Wolseley, of 
Wolseley Bridge, in the County of Stafford, Knight." Dever- 
eux Wolseley and Elizabeth Zouch, his wife, had two daugh- 
ters, Helen Wolseley, who married Thomas Sprat, Bishop of 
Rochester and Dean of Westminster, and who outlived her two 
children and the children of one of them, and so died in 1725-6, 
leaving no descendants, and Anne Wolseley, who married the 
Reverend Thomas Knipe, Prebendary of Westminster and Head 
Master of Westminster School, both buried in the North Clois- 
ter, east end, of Westminster Abbey — Helen Wolseley Sprat 
being buried in the Abbey also. 

Reverend Thomas Knipe and Anne Wolseley, his first wife, 
had (with other children who seem to have died infants) a son, 
Thomas Knipe (for whose children and descendants, see Ches- 
ter's Westminster Abbey) and a daughter, Anne Knipe, who 
married in February, 1696-7, Michael Arnold, Jr., of St. Marga- 
ret's, Westminster, and she is also buried in the Abbey. 

Michael Arnold, Jr., and Anne Knipe, his wife, had two chil- 
dren, Michael Arnold, Jr., who seems to have died without issue, 
and Alicia Arnold, who married John Ross, and she and her 
husband came to Maryland in 1723, where John Ross was soon 
after appointed Clerk to the Council (his wife being related to 
Lord Baltimore through the Lowes), and held several other 
offices, dying 18th September, 1766. Mrs. Alicia (Arnold) Ross, 
to whom the letters of .Mrs. Sprat, her great aunt, were written, 
died 9th July, 1746. 

By her husband, John Ross, Alicia f Arnold) Ross had two 
children, the younger, Elizabeth, marrying Dr. Upton Scott, 
who succeeded his father-in-law as Clerk to the Council, whose 
two children died infants, and the elder, Anne Arnold Ross, 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 431 

marrying Francis Key, Clerk of Cecil county, son of Philip Key, 
member of the Council, &c. 

Francis and Anne Arnold Ross Key had three children, John 
Ross Key, an officer in the American Revolutionary Army, 
Philip Barton Key, an officer in the British Army with th'e 
Dulanys and other Loyalists, but who was afterwards a member 
of Congress and a leader of the Maryland Bar, and Elizabeth 
Key, who married Colonel Henry Maynadier, but died without 
surviving issue. 

Phillip Barton Key married a daughter of Governor Plater, 
and has many descendants. 

John Ross Key married Ann Phoebe Penn Dagworthy Charl- 
ton and left two children, Francis Scott Key, author of the 
''Star Spangled Banner," and Ann Phoebe Charlton Key, who 
married Hon. Roger B. Taney, Chief Justice of the United 
States. 

There are many Key and Taney descendants. 
So the descendants of Sir John Zouch are the descendants of 
Isabella (Zouch) Milward and Mary Zouch (Walker?) — if any — 
in England, and the descendants of Elizabeth (Zouch) Wolse- 
ley, who are the Knipes of England, and the many descendants 
of Anne Arnold (Ross) Key in this country — most of them in 
Maryland. The children of the late William Key Howard, of 
Fredericksburg, Va., are among them. 

I have a small silver salver (date mark 1705) with the arms of 
Arnold, Wolseley and Zouch, given as a wedding present by 
Helen Wolseley Sprat to her great niece, Alicia Arnold Ross. 
I have also one of the gold medals struck at the coronation of 
William and Mary, which came from Mrs. Sprat. Both have 
come down in my mother's family from Alicia Arnold Ross. 

Your notes make this Sir John Zouch to be the same who 
came near being the founder of Virginia in 1605. But I think 
the latter was Sir John Zouch, the father of the oue whose will 
you have published. 

"Sir John Zouch" was knighted by King James I, at Bel- 
voir Castle, 23rd April, 1603, an d he was, of course, the one who 
made the contract for the settlement of Virginia. Now Mrs. 
Sprat says in her letters that her grandmother (wife of Sir John 
Zouch who made the will 1636-9) was Isabel Lowe, of Denby 
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Park, Derbyshire. An extract from the parish records of Denby 
Church says that Isabel Lowe married "John Zouch *' 26th 
January, 1605. And so the visitations of Derbyshire, 1569 
and 161 1, under Lowe, of Denby, gives "Isabel, ux. John 
Zouch of Codnor M and under Zouch gives "John Zouch, Esq., 
anno. 1607, married da. of Lowe of Denby/ ' If he had been 
then Sir John Zouch, he would have been so written. "Mr. 
John Zouch M was a member of the Virginia Company in 1622, 
and in 1623, the company issued a patent to " Mr. John 
Zouch/' 

I think, therefore, that it was this John Zouch knighted after 
1622, who came to Virginia as Sir John Zouch, in 1633-4 and 
made the will you have published, the son of Sir John Zouch 
knighted in 1603, and who projected the settlement of Vir- 
ginia. 

And so, I think, Glover's History of the county of Derby, in 
ending the long pedigree of Grey-Zouch, of Codnor, confuses 
these two Sir John Zouches; it admits a lack of information about 
the last of the family. 

The will of a Sir John Zouch between 1603 and 1636, would 
settle the question. 

McHenry Howard. 

919 Cathedral St., Baltimore, Md. 



An Early Cotton-Gin. — Eli Whitney has the credit of having in- 
vented the cotton-gin in 1796, but here is an earlier " ginn " at James- 
town in 1695. '* As to the trade of Maryland and Virginia, if store of 
shipping and clothing come in, the people will mind nothing but plant- 
ing tobacco ; but if otherwise, necessity will force them to go upon 
manufactures and handicrafts, the want of which in the present war 
makes them go much upon cotton, especially in Virginia. Several o* 
the Council are great promoters of it ; the Collectors and Auditor also 
plant and encourage it. In Virginia they have ginns made to prepare 
their cotton for the working of it, and Sir Edmund Andros shewed one 
of them to Governor Nicholson in Jamestown, made by a person en- 
couraged by him." 

Calendar of State Papers, Colonial Series, America and West Indies, 
January, 1693, May 14, 1696. London, 1903, p. 518. 



Governor Berkeley and the Hangman. 

I observe that, on page 335 of your last (January, 1905") number, some 
doubt is thrown on the accuracy of the statement made by the three 
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commissioners— Moryson, Jeffries, and Berry — that, when they left 
Greenspring to return to Jamestown, they found that the driver of the 
coach furnished by Berkeley was the common hangman. I think that 
the following may be said in support of its correctness : (i) It is the 
testimony of three witnesses, of the highest official position, all men of 
character, all without any apparent motive to mistate, and one at least, 
Moryson, an old acquantance of Berkeley's, and long familiar with the 
Colony ; (2) they detected the insult as soon as they entered the coach, 
and therefore it was not an after thought suggested by some enemy of 
Berkeley's. As there was nothing in the dress of the man to indicate 
his calling, they must have had some previous personal knowledge of 
him ; (3) such an insult was just the one which would have occurred in 
those days of extravagant respect for office to a spiteful woman like 
Lady Berkeley, who was afraid to offer an open affront. . The fact that 
she was seen peeping through the window showed that she was expect- 
ing a denouement of some sort ; (4) Berkeley may well have denied the 
existence of a common hangman at this time in the spirit of the man 
"who lies like a gentleman '' for the protection of a woman's reputa- 
tion ; in this case, the woman was his wife, and the consequences of her 
act might have been serious both for him and herself; (5) in 167 1 Berke- 
ley wrote, in reply to an inquiry of the English Government, that there 
was not a single free school in Virginia ; now at this time, there were 
two very good free schools in Virginia, the Symmes and the Eaton, of 
whose existence the Governor was well aware, as he had signed Acts 
relating to them both ; a man who could make such a statement as this 
when he had apparently no motive for doing so, was perfectly capable 
of saying that there was no common hangman when he had a very pow- 
erful motive ; (6) Berkeley's general conduct about this time, or only a 
short time previously, was marked by such extraordinary violence and 
unscrupulousness that he may well have been looked upon, independently 
of his great age, as mentally and morally irresponsible for anything he 
either said or did; (7) that a common hangman was not unknown in 
the Colony was shown by the fact that on February 20, 1677, the Gen- 
eral Assembly expressly gave freedom to Richard Haines, a servant of 
Bryan Smith, on condition that he became "a common hangman;" 
this fact is recorded in the minutes of that body now preserved in the 
State Paper Office in London , (8) such an officer was likely to have 
served very often, for the sheriffs of that day, whose legal duty it was to 
do the hanging, were the first men in the Colony in wealth, social posi- 
tion and political influence, and were, no doubt, glad enough, when- 
ever it was possible to get a substitute to perform so offensive a task ; 
and there is no reason to think that the deputy sheriffs did not share the 
feeling. 

Philip Alexander Bruce. 
7 
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Winn— -Where did Minor Winn come from to America, and when, 
and who was his wife, and who was the wife of his son, Minor? 

It is shown* by deecis recorded in Loudoun Co., Va. that Minor Winn 
(the first) was living in London Co., 1763, and that he was living in the. 
parish of Leeds, Fauquier Co ., Va., 177L Can any one tell me where 
Minor Winn came from to Loudoun Co., and when? It is further shown 
by his will dated July, 1775, an d codicil dated February, 1778, proved in 
Fauquier Co., Va., March, 1778, that his wife's name was Margaret. 
Can anyone tell me who she was? Mr. Winn mentions five sons and 
four daughters in his will, one Minor, whose will was dated August, 
1813, and proved in Fauquier Co., Va., October, 1813. In the will of the 
second Minor Winn, mention is made of his wife, Eleanor. Can any- 
one tell me who she was? 

Walter W. Smith. 

Address: 1844 Newton St., Kansas City, Mo. 



Two Old Letters. 

From Polly Davis " Broadfield," Spottsylvania Co., Virginia, to her 
brother, Thomas Davis, Woodford Co., near Lexington, Kentucky. 
(See Davis Family, XII, pp. 325-32S. ) [ Portions of these letters are 
missing or illegible.] 

Addressed to Mrs. Sussanah Davis, near Lexington, Kentucky. 

Broadfield, Oct'br 27, 1789. 
Dear Sister, 

Mr. Jones brought your Welcome Letter today and I hasten to tell 
you how Happy we are to hear from you & bro. Tom and Betty & Polly 
again. We are delited to hear you are Well and have a little Boy now 
and call him Fielding. That is a Good Name. I suppose we will never 
see any of you again it is so far to Kentucky. We went into Freder- 
icksburg last week to the Races 1 & saw Mr. Catlett and your Cousen 
Larkin. They asked about you & I hop'd the Savages haven't killed 
you. Cousen Beverly W. 2 and Mr. Mann Page dined here last Sunday. 
Cousin Beverly is as fine looking as ever & Mr. Page is one of the most 
elegant Gentlemen I ever saw. We had a visit in the Summer from 
Cousin Eppa Fielding & Edwin F. who we never saw before. They 
are fine looking Men and very Clever gentlemen. Cousin Edwin talks 
of going to Ken. and says he will go to see you. Two weeks ago I went 
to a big Ball at Newlands. 3 Elliott Herndon and Cousin Sally Carter 
w^re there and very Loverlike. Polly Carter is a great * * * of 
beaux. I wore my straw colored Sattin and new * * *. Jack Gor- 
don was attentive to Betty Thornton and & Mr. Spottsw * '* * 

to Polly Thornton. She wore a blue Lutestring * * * white mus- 
lin * * *. Mr. Mortimer was * * * Benton and Mr. R * 

* *. Mr. & Mrs. Stannard 4 of Roxbu * * *. I shall be happy 




MARY ELIZABETH CARTER, 

DAUGHTER OF 

JOSEPH AND CATHARINE CARTER, 

WIFE OF 

JAMES CONWAY DAVIS, 
Spotsylvania County, Virginia. 




THOMAS AND SUSANNAH HYAT DAVIS. 



Thos. Davis, youngest son of James and " Betty " Carter Davis, served 

18 months in Col. Parker's Va. Regt. in the Revolution. 

Removed to Woodford County, Kentucky, 1788. 
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to do * * * they will regain * * * Cousin John Davis * * ♦ 
he said all was * * *. Have you built your * * * expect to go 
into Lexington * * *. It has been very Sickly * • * Brother 
Williams Family were all sick all summer and little Carter died in July. 
Old Mrs. Bowles died on the first. Little Fielding Corbin is very sick 
with some sort of Fever. 

I know you & bro. Tom will be sorry to hear the old Home Place was 
burnt up on the ioth of last month, brother James lost all his furniture and 
the portraits of grandfather & grandmother Davis and great grandfather 
& great grandmother Fielding. 6 They saved the Spoons and old Fielding 
Tea Service, but not the candlesticks. The fire was about midnight 
and brother James & his family Bearly got out Alive. They are living 
now in the little house where you use to live. 

Old Mr. Stubblefield's Horse fell down with him about two weeks 
ago and broke his Leg and he is in a Bad Way I hear. I saw Mr. & Mrs. 
Maurye at Church and they asked about you and how you liked the 
Land in Ken'ky. A great many people here are talking of Settling in that 
Country, for their Land is getting so poore here and Money hard to get 
hold of. 

Write to us by every Person that comes this Way for we are Anxious 
about you dear sister & brother in that far Wild Country. God prosper 
and protect you both is our constant Prayer. 

AfFectfly Your Sister 

Polly. 

Oct o'br 30th. 
Mr. Wilhite informs me that he will not set out to Kentucky till next 
week s*o I'll conclude to finish my Sheet. I forgot to tell you George 
Anderson & his Bride who was Berkeley Clarke, was at the ball. She 
is a prettie little thing and wore white gause over pink silk with pink 
silk Roses in her hair. They are very Loving. This is a miserable Pen 
and John is not here to make me a new one. The Ball [was splen ?] 
did one Beautiful Ladies and * * *. [The rest of this letter is 
missing.] 

Addressed to Mr. Thomas Davis, Woodford county, near Lexington, 
Kentucky. 

Broadfield, Spotsylvania, Virginia, November 6th, 1792. 
Dear Brother & Sister, 

I received your letter of Aug't 2 which gave me the Agreeabel 
Account of yourselves & Family's health which I pray God may long 
continue you. We have lost so many of our Dear Ones in the past 
Jive years. Our Dear Mother, Bro. Benj'n, little Carter & Bro. James. 
As for myself I thank Providence I am in Perfect Health. I had great 
thought of going out to you in the Summer when Mr. Allen's Family 
set out to Kentucky, but my Heart failed me & I went over into Staf- 
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ford & Westmor'ld for a Month. I stayd 2 weaks in Westmor'ld at 
Uncle William Smiths & a day & night with Cousen John & Eliza- 
beth Davis. They are in a Bad Way now. Cousin John is a bad Man- 
ager and they had to sell most of the land & all the Black People but 8. 
Uncle William has a very pleasant seat on Nominy River and has set 
up a Chariotte. One Sunday we drove to Ucomico Church in great 
style. Mr. Berkeley, Mr. Thos. Beal & Coll. Ball dined at Uncle Wil- 
liam's one day and Mr. Berkeley inquired of you. He says Kentucky 
is a great country & he thinks of going out and wants you to write him 
about the best Lands. Cousin Edward Carter & his Lady drove over 
from Lancaster and stayd a day & night. I never saw them before. 
Cousin E. is a man of few words and much Sense & Learning. He has 
a blunt manner & drole way of expressing himself His Wife is a Proud 
Peace with a sharp tongue & not Pretty. Uncle Wm, drove me over in 
his Chair to Uncle Wm. Davises and from there I went the round of all 
Carters & Davises in Staford. God is granting them all good Health 
& Prosperity. I thought you knew the old Fielding Bible was burnt up 
in the old house. I have the Davis Bible & will enclose you a copy 
from it. I think you do right to put these records in your Bible for your 
Children. Grandfather Joseph Carter 7 died in the Spring two years be- 
fore I was born, that would make it April or May 1751. Grandma 
Carter you remember. As soon as I can I will go to see Uncle John 
Carter & Uncle Robert and see if they can give me the Carter record. 
I think Uncle John use to have the old Bible of mother's Grandfather 
old Major Thos: C. 8 of Lancaster. 

God must be prospering you if you can have a Silver Teapott & 
Shugar Dish. I did not think Lexington was big enough to have a sil- 
versmith. Miss Betty Clayton drank Tea with me last Friday & I got 
her to draft the coats of arms from the old Fielding Teapott for you they 
are just the same on the other things. Are you going to have them on 
your Teapott? I guess the Davises never had any. Uncle John Carter 
has a curious old cup that belonged to the Carters long time ago 
in England. It has a Lion's head 9 holding a star with a long tail 
in his mouth. I don't remember what is on the sheld. So little 
Betty & Polly are getting to be great Beautys ; I did not doubt 
they'd be in your eyes — and Buty is a great Advantage to our Sex, as I 
have felt the lack of before. How Time flies by, here's little Fielding 
three & a half and Larkin past one and never saw their Aunt Polly. 
You must tell them every day about me and may be Providence will 
bring us all together again. Your old friend Captain John Herdon 10 has 
a fine Son just a month old today. They call him Edward Hampton. I 
send a Bundle of the Virginia Heralds 11 which I am sure will afford you 
so great Satisfaction. Bro: Tom will not mind paying the carriage on 
them. And I put in them a red ribbin for Polly & a blue one for Betty 
from their Aunt Polly with her Love. Tell Mam' Dora Rachel & Dick 
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have a fine boy and they call him George Washington. We have had 
a number of Deaths in the last three months of a Fever & Dissentery, 
Mr. Duvall, Mrs Nich'o Hawkins, John Shirley, Peter Linn, and a lot 
of blacks. We made a pore Crop Tobo. this year, the Crop of Corn 
is Pretty Good. Money seems harder to get hold of than during the 
War. The People are all stird up 13 over old John Bagwel whipping his 
black Wench nearly to death. Such a black hearted Rascal oughn't 
(be) allowed to have black People. Mr. Wyatt told me the poor things 
back was cut up like a piece of raw meat. Pray present my compli- 
ments to Mr. Allen's Family when you see them. I must confess I'd be 
heartily glad to see you Bro. Tom over here next Summer if I do not 
set out to Kentucky. God keep and Prosper all of you. 

Aftect'ly y'r Sister, 

Polly. 

notes to davis letters. 

i. There was a jockey club with annual race-meetings at Fredericks- 
burg before the Revolution, and the sport continued here for many 
years. 

2. Probably Beverley Winslow, who died in 1793. His will is in 
"Spotsylvania Records" (N. Y. 1905) p. 49. 

3. " Newlands" was before the Revolution, the home of the Bever- 
ley's of Spotsylvania. The owner at the date of this letter is not 
known. 

4. William Stanard, of Roxbury, Spotsylvania county, and his wife, 
Elizabeth, daughter of Edward Carter, of *' Blenheim." 

5. These were Thomas Davis (born 1693) and his wife, Sarah (born 
1695) daughter of Edward Fielding. 

6. Edward Fielding and Winifred Conway, his wife (See Fielding 
Notes, Vol. XI and XII, this Magazine.) 

7. See his will in "Spotsylvania Records," p. 11. 

8. Major Thomas Carter, of Lancaster, shown for the first time in this 
letter, to be the father of Joseph Carter, of Spotsylvania, married Kath- 
erine, daughter of Edward Dale. He was a son of Major Thomas Car- 
ter, Sr. See IVilliam and Mary Quarterly, IX, 35, 36, where the account 
is slightly incorrect. 

9. This is doubtless intended to describe a crest given in heraldic 
works as 4< a lion's head— holding in the mouth a comet star, pr. 2" 

10. See the Magazine, IX, 320. 

n. The Fredericksburg newspaper. 

12. This is of interest, as showing the popular feeling in regard to 
cruelty to slaves. 
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Vance. — My great-grandmother was a Miss Ruth Vance, married to 
Mr. Levi Keeran, in Virginia, about 1790. 

The Vances are of Scotch -Irish descent, and according to O'Hart, 
the name has been modernized from De Vans to Vans and more recently 
to Vance. 

The son of Joseph Vance, born 1555, of Wigton, England, married 
his cousin, Miss Grace Vans, in Scotland, 1600, and removed to Tyrone 
county, Ireland. 

In 1649, John Vance was Provost Marshal North Ireland ; Wm. Vance, 
Ensign. 

In 1688, estate of Patrick Vance was confiscated by the English gov- 
ernment, following the siege of Londonderry. Emigration of Vance 
to Virginia, or the New World. 

, Vances of Pequa, Penn. 

1734— James Vance and Mary Gamble Glass, of Ban Bridge, County 
Down, Ireland, Opecquon, Va., 1736. 

1775— Patrick Vance, M. D., and brothers John and William, to the 
Frederick co. , Va. 

The families here enumerated as emigrating to Pennsylvania and Vir- 
ginia I will speak of at another time. 

Respectfully, 

Dr. J. Edward Buckley, 
1906 Pac. Ave., Spokane, Wash. 



Ball— A. E. Goodwin, Vancouver, British Columbia, would like to 
correspond with members of the Ball family of Virginia, who are 
kinsmen of Elizabeth Ball, who married Michael Musgrave, Christ 
Church Parish, Middlesex county, in 1680. 



Mason.— I am in quest of the Mason family, some members of which 
lived and married in Northumberland county, Va. The earliest record 
I have is the birth of my father in 1800. It reads: " William Mason, son 
Of James Mason and Elizabeth Mason (nee Terry), was born April 21st, 
1800." He had two brothers, John and Lemuel, and two sisters, Sarah, 
who married a Capt. Messick, and had five children, and Susan, who 
married a Mr. Southcorn, and left two children. My father died in 
Texas in 1868. John Mason (the brother) was born in Virginia in 1796, 
and died in Baltimore, 1820. Lemuel was born in Virginia 1802 and 
died in Baltimore 1840; Sarah was born in Virginia 1790, and died in 
Virginia 1832 ; Susan, born in Virginia 1807, died there in 1844. James 
Mason, the father, died at sea in 1804, and Elizabeth, his wife, in Vir- 
ginia, i8l8. All the children were born in Northumberland county. 

The ancestry of James Mason is desired. 

Mrs. J. M. I., 

810 Postoffice street, Galveston, Texas. 
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Shepherd— Robert Shepherd (or Sheppard) member of Virginia 
House of Burgesses, from James City county, 1 646-1647, widow Eliza- 
beth — sons, John, Robert, William— daughters, Anne, Priscilla and 
Susanna. Residence, Lower Chippook. Information wanted of this 
family of Shepherds' and their descendants in direct line— also col- 
laterals. 

Jno. Shepherd. 

159 La Salle St., Chicago. 



Garnett Family— I am seeking information concerning the Garnett 
ancestry, and the descendants of one Eleanor Stansifer, who married 
William Dollens. Her mother bore the maiden name of Garnett. See 
account of the Garnett family in the History of St. Mark's Parish 
(Culpepper, Va.) by Phillip Slaughter. This work is not accessible to 
me. 

Eugene F. McPike. 

1 Park Row, Room 606, Chicago. 
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THE BRENT FAMILY. 



Compiled by W r . B. Chilton, Washington, D. C. 




The Pedigree of the Brents, of Cossington, in the County 

of Somerset. 



"It is recorded in the Red Book of the Knights Fees in the Exchequer 
that Odo de Brent, at the time of the Conquest, was Lord of Cossing- 
ton. The name of Odo's son was not known, but his grandchild was 
Jeffry, whose son was Nicholas, whose son was Sir Robert Brent, and 



